
A COMPLETE RECORD
CAN STILL NEED A
CHECK
A payee record can
contain both a name and
SSN while the team still
needs to confirm that
the two correspond.

LATE MISMATCHES
CREATE REWORK
A discrepancy found
during filing preparation
can send the record back
for another review.

A MATCH IS NOT THE
WHOLE RECORD
A name-to-SSN match
does not prove that
every other payee detail
is accurate or complete.

THE CHALLENGE

BEFORE THE 1099 IS FILED: DOES
THE NAME MATCH THE SSN?

WHITE PAPERS

Putting a real-time
name-to-SSN check
into payee review
before information
returns are prepared

Payroll and accounting teams often collect a payee name and Social Security
number well before the 1099 filing workflow begins. The record may look
complete, but the operational question is narrower: does the name actually
match the SSN already on file?

 That question matters because Form W-9 states that the TIN provided must
match the name on line 1. The IRS also says it can send a notice when the
payee name and TIN on a filed information return do not match IRS records.

The IRS has its own TIN Matching
service for eligible payers and
authorized agents to validate name
and TIN combinations against IRS
records before information returns
are submitted. Searchbug Match
Name and SSN is a separate service
and should not be represented as the
IRS TIN Matching program.

Checking the name-to-SSN pair earlier
gives the processor another data
point while the record is still under
review. The goal is to identify a
mismatch before the record reaches
final 1099 preparation, not automate
the filing decision.

per query,
match or no
match

REAL-
TIME

2 INPUT
OPTIONS

per query,
match or no
match

 Last name +
full 9-digit SSN,
or first + last
name + last 4
digits

$0.79-
$0.33

Searchbug's Match Name and SSN API checks whether a supplied name and SSN
correspond. It does not file a 1099, determine tax liability, or replace the payer's own

review and filing process.

http://searchbug.com/


THE SOLUTION

SEND THE PAIR: Use last name +
full SSN, or first and last name +
the last 4 digits.

REVIEW THE RESULT: Check
whether the supplied name and
SSN match and review supported
returned context when a match is
found.

RESOLVE BEFORE FILING: Use the
result as one data point in the
payer's own review before the
record moves into 1099
preparation.

CHECK THE PAIR BEFORE THE RECORD
REACHES FILING PREPARATION

Searchbug's Match Name and SSN API (api_ssnn) is a real-time
XML or JSON service for users approved for SSN Verification
Access. It accepts either a last name with the full 9-digit SSN, or
a first and last name with only the last 4 digits of the SSN, and
checks whether the supplied name and SSN correspond.

If a match is found, the response can return the name
associated with the SSN, recorded dates of birth, cities lived,
state and year of issuance, and SSN status as active or
deceased. These fields provide review context. They do not
establish that the payee record is otherwise accurate or
complete, and they do not determine whether a 1099 should be
filed.

WHITE PAPERS www.searchbug.com

USE THE RESULT AS A REVIEW SIGNAL,
NOT PROOF

A match answers one question: do the supplied name and SSN correspond? It does not confirm that the
payee's address, payment details, tax classification, or other information is correct. A no-match result also
does not make the filing decision for the processor. In either case, the result belongs inside the
organization's existing payee-review process.

ABOUT SEARCHBUG
Searchbug provides real-time identity-
data APIs for approved business
workflows. For payroll, accounting, and
1099 processing teams, Match Name
and SSN checks whether a supplied
name corresponds with an SSN and
returns supported record context
through XML or JSON before
downstream filing work begins.

CONCLUSION

A name and SSN can both be present in a payee record
and still need to be checked together. Running that
check before 1099 preparation gives payroll and
accounting teams another point of review while the
record is still upstream.

A match is one data point. The payer still owns the
review and the decision about what happens next.

Sources
IRS, Form W-9 (Rev. March 2024): https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
IRS, Instructions for the Requester of Form W-9 (03/2024): https://www.irs.gov/instructions/iw9
IRS, Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) Matching: https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/taxpayer-identification-number-tin-
matching

Keep Searchbug Match Name and SSN separate from IRS TIN Matching. Searchbug provides a real-time
name-to-SSN check for approved users; IRS TIN Matching is the IRS service for eligible payers and
authorized agents to validate TIN/name combinations against IRS records.

HELPFUL CONTROL

The API costs $0.79 to $0.33 per query depending on volume, whether the result is a match or no match.
There are no contracts, the minimum to get started is $5, and the discounted annual plan has a $2,400
minimum commitment. Access requires approval for SSN Verification Access.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/instructions/iw9
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/taxpayer-identification-number-tin-matching
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/taxpayer-identification-number-tin-matching
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